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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING, 8 DECEMBER 1995 


The President, P. Carvvardine, opened the General Meeting at 8.15 pm 

Present: P. Carwardinc, D. Dobrosak, K. Dunn, 1. Endcrsby, A. & E. Famworth, 

M. Lagcrwey, M. Linger, R. MacPhcrson, D. & N. Stewart, S. Smith, R. Vagi. 

Visitors: F. Azam, L. & N. Dunn, M. Endersby, D. Linger, V. MacPhcrson. 

Apologies: A. Kellehcar, M. Hunting. 

Minutes: Minutes of the April meeting [Vic. Ent. 25(6): 101-102] minutes were passed 

(D. Stcwart/R. MacPhcrson) 

Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer presented the financial statement as of 8 December 1995 

Account balances stand at: General Account $3,802; Lc Souef Award Account 
$3,107. Membership is 106 including 6 Associate members and 10 subscribers. 


Editor's Report: 

D. Dobrosak requested that members submit articles for consideration. At this 
time of year articles about observations and sightings should be readily at hand. 

D. Dobrosak announced that he had made preliminary arrangements to 
facilitate the Society having a 'home page' on the World-Widc-Wcb of the 
Internet. VICNET (a joint project of RMIT and the State Library of Victoria) 
have offered the Society up to 1 Mbyte of space at nil cost.. It is proposed that 
general information, future speakers and excursions etc and only titles and 
perhaps summaries of articles from Victorian Entomologist will be included in 
the Home Page. Endorsement from the members at the meeting was obtained 
for D. Dobrosak to continue in establishing the Society's Home Page. It is 
expected that schools in particular may be frequent users of the Society's Home 
Page and the entry of the Society on the Internet will directly support objectives 
(a) and (b) of the Society's Objectives as listed on the inside cover of Victorian 
Entomologist. 

View the Society’s home page at http://www.vicnct.nct.au/~viccnto/vicent.htm 
Excursion Secretary: 

P. Carwardinc was unable to attend the Society's excursion to the Hcathcote 
area on the 25 November 1995 Martin Linger gave a concise report oa the 
excursion: The first point of call was to he Inscctarium of Victoria where tire 
curator, Bert Candusio showed tire members and visitors tire excellent 
collections tncluding live exhibits of spiders, scorpions and ants. Following the 
inspection of the exhibits the members and visitors were treated to a meal of 
arthropods (locally made crayfish pate). Following the visit to the Inscctarium, 
lunch was taken at tire nearby Pink Cliffs Reserve where some observations and 
collecting were made. The highly successful day, concluded with a tour of the 
local Earthworm and Crayfish farm presented by the proprietor, Craig Guy. 

In conclusion the excursion was very successful and attended by 21 members 
and friends. Thanks arc extended to P. Carwardinc and B. Candusio for their 
assistance in organising the excursion. 
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P. Carwardine reported that the Society would be holding an excursion to the 
Brisbane Ranges area on the last weekend in February, Saturday 24 February 
1996. Details will be found in this issue of the Victorian Entomologist. 


General Business: 

(I) I. Endersby announced the winners of the Science Talent Search bursaries. 


(2) 

Again the results of this year supported the Society's aim of encouraging 
interest in entomology from younger persons This years winners were: 

Junior Computer Programs Minor Bursary: Abram Debruyn, Brighton 
Secondary College, Insect anatomy. 

Junior Games Minor Bursary: Sing-Pey Chow, Avila College, Bug Off. 

P. Carwardine showed those present at the meeting a Certificate of 
Appreciation which would be sent to M. Hunting for his long standing 
contribution to the Society M Hunting has accepted an appointment to work in 
Indonesia for several years. 

(3) 

D. Dobrosak announced that no nominations for the 1995 Lc Soucf Award had 
been received. P. Carwardine suggested that the call for nominations would be 
more widely circulated next year. 

Exhibits: 

R MaePherson showed his first attempt at 'wet mounting’ a spider. M. Linger 
showed a display ease of various insects which he sought assistance in 
identification. D. Dobrosak showed a large locust which he had kept for over 
20 years M. Lagerwey showed some spectacular and large insects including: 
Malaysian Jewel beetles, Northern Australian Butterflies, a Stag Beetle and 
Large Scorpion 

Presenter 1: 

Ray MaePherson: The Star Wars Beetle - Illaps polychresta (ForskSI) 

R. MaePherson presented an interesting talk (refer to page 6 of this issue) on 
his 'pets' together with observations and notes on the design of desert or arid 
country beetles. 

Presenter 2 Laurie Dunn: Two I6mm movies. 

L. Dunn presented two movies The first being of a Society excursion in 
February 1979 to Licola. The movie gave newer members and visitors the 
opportunity to see Zoo and Mary Lc Soucf together with a younger K. Dunn. 
L. Dunn followed the first movie with a second colour movie titled: "What 
Butterfly is that". This movie showed some of the butterflies which can be 
found on the eastern Australia from the Mt. Lofly Ranges to the Alpine areas of 
Eastern Victoria and NSW. The close ups of the butterfly's were stunning and 
all present were impressed by L. Dunn's superb photography. 


The President thanked all speakers and participants for their presentations. The meeting was 
closed by the President at 9.39 pm. 
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The Following is a letter to the Editor 
Without Prejudice 


2 November, 1995 

50 Broadwater Terrace 
Rcdland Bay 
Queensland 4165 

Mr D. Dobrosak, Hon Editor 
The Victorian Entomologist 
66 Wiltonvalc Avenue 
Hoppers Crossing 3029 

Dear Sir, 

On my return from a recent trip to North Queensland I was pleased to find my latest copy of the 
Victorian Entomologist Vol. 25, No. 5. However, on reading the article by Kclvyn Dunn 
entitled "Biological Notes on some Eastern Australian Butterflies" 1 am compelled to write you 
this letter. 

1 was incensed to read "his" observations and biological notes on Ogyris genoveva that were a 
flagrant breach of confidence. To make matters worse he then went on to thank me for my field 
"assistance". As well he details records of my Elodina (incorrectly) and attributes as 
observation to me regarding sympatry that is also untrue. 

I would like to put the record straight: 

1. At no time did I give K. Dunn permission to publish any of my records. 

2. K. Dunn was specifically advised that 1 was preparing a paper in which Camponotus 
intrepidus was to be recorded for the first time attending O. genoveva. The ant had been 
identified for me by Archie McArthur of the South Australian Museum in March 1993. 

3. The site at Eatonvillc NSW was reluctantly shown to K. Dunn when lie arrived to 
“assist?” the BBC film unit, he also agreed at that time not to pass on details of the site. 

4. The aspersion that he cast upon the “locals" as maybe being responsible for the removal 
of the mistletoe is totally unfounded and flics in the face of my lengthy dealings with 
them flic four property owners involved during the BBC film unit were most cooperative 
and two of them had purposely kept trees with mistletoe. 

5. I have made no observation regarding the sympatry of Elodina anguiipennis and £ 
queenslandica at River Heads near Maryborough. 

6. The three specimens of Elodina from Ycppoon, in my collection, that K. Dunn suggests 
are £. anguiipennis arc in fact four specimens of £. queenslandica kuranda (identified 
by D. Hancock and M. DcBaar). 

I would like to make it clear that I do not hold the Victorian Entomologist in any way 
responsible for the breach of confidence by K. Dunn. 

The Victorian Entomologist is to be commended as a vehicle for publishing articles by amateur 
entomologists, but it would appear that some of the papers could be a source for concern. This 
kind of un-rcfcrccd work, whether it be plagiaristic or misquoted, can only serve to lower the 
status of the publication and ultimately w ill result in a declining membership. 

Would you please reproduce the text of this letter in the next issue of the Victorian 
Entomologist. 

Yours Faithfully 
Signed ... Rod Eastwood 

cc. K. Dunn, M. DcBaar, M. Braby, R. Barrington (BBC) 
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A RESPONSE TO THE POINTS IN ROD EASTWOOD'S LETTER TITLED, 
'WITHOUT PREJUDICE' 


Each accusation or statement is summarised and addressed. 

1. "At no time did I give K. Dunn permission to publish any of my records." 

Rod contributed data to the Dunn & Dunn butterfly database over a period of many years, and 
is acknowledged in our 1991 publications. During 1993-94, about 1500 specimens were 
examined and documented by me at Rod's residence over several visits, arranged solely for the 
purpose. At this time I also made annotations concerning some specimens of significance. As 
was our policy Rod was promised acknowledgment wherever his data was used. Since 
reminding him of this I received a contradictory letter (of 3/12/95) which stated, ”1 hereby 
withdraw my permission..." It seems 'permission' claimed never to have been given can also be 
withdrawn! 

2. Re reference to Camponotus intrepidus and alleged misappropriation of this O. genoveva 
attendant ant record. 

Rod verbally provided the C. intrepidus ant record for inclusion in Griffith University's 
ANPWS report, where it appears on p.283. This conservation report is cited as the source of 
the ant attendance record - NOT the article in the October 1995 issue of the Vic Ent. 

The ant record was not misappropriated through my presence at the Grafton site during 
November 1993 as implicated. Backup disks (stored at GU) of the finalised SA section of the 
ANPWS report are dated 28/10/93; time 5:03 pm. The ant record was incorporated at an 
unknown date prior to this (possibly some weeks) A GU fax advising the BBC about Rod's 
butterfly colony and his willingness to assist their project was dispatched on 27/10/93 at 19:34 
hrs. Rod was invited by the BBC to act as a consultant on 1/11/93 (documented in BBC fax to 
GU of 2/11/93 at 12:28pm) Therefore, he contributed the ant record to the GU ANPWS 
project sometime BEFORE being invited by the BBC to assist their cinematography planned for 
later that month. There can be no mistake - the record was provided to the ANPWS project first 
- it was NOT stolen through association. 

The earlier provision of the record to GU conflicts with Rod's recent claim that he was then 
preparing a paper on C. intrepidus. No evidence of a submitted manuscript is provided, and the 
years elapsed since his original discovery are more than ample for this to have occurred. The 
ant record belongs jointly to GU, ANPWS and BBC (the latter in accordance with the contract 
signed by consultccs), 

3a. "The site at Eatonsvillc was reluctantly shown....when he arrived to assist?..." 

I was invited to attend the site as a professional advisor from Griffith University (BBC fax of 
2/11/93). Rod's disclosure of the site to BBC personnel (which included me for that project) 
was an obligatory requirement of his involvement. 

3b. "agreed not to pass on details of the site" 

It was clear from our on-site discussion that Rod was concerned about other collectors 
raiding the colony. As a professional conservationist, 1 agreed not to reveal the exact location of 
the Eatonsvillc site to others. In the article in question I mentioned the site was 'near 
Eatonsvillc' a town situated some 15 km west of Grafton. The word 'near' specifics a general 
area not an exact site, and this might infer up to 10 km from that locality, particularly given the 
precise distances specified for other species in the same paper. I also use the word 'near' for 
specifying where Wulguru is relative to Townsville (about 12 km away). Rod (not me) reveals 
the site in his use of the word 'at'. The prior destruction of the colony needs also to be 
considered. If the colony was still extant I would have used a very general descriptor such as 
"near Grafton" rather than "near Eatonsvillc". 
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4. Unfounded aspersion cast on the "locals" 

I suggested the Shire Council not the locals were most likely responsible, but mentioned 
other possibilities - but not as an aspersion Needless to say, 1 was once told by a grazier in 
another state that he had destroyed a threatened butterfly's habitat on his land in fear of a future 
conservation embargo and to maintain privacy. This statement was witnessed by an 
Environmental Officer in my company. 

5. "I have made no observation regarding the sympatry.at River Heads...." 

I did not state they arc sympatric at this locality nor credited Rod with this statement. I 
concluded they appear to be parapatric in the Maryborough area. It seems Rod has not 
understood what I have written. 

6. My alleged misidentification, and Rod's aspersion as to my inability to count. 

I carefully examined only three of the said four Elodina specimens. DcBaar and Hancock 
arc entitled to their differing identification 1 described the specimens as "E. angulippennisAtkc " 
and suggested they arc this species. My focus on seasonal variation infers that I am not fully 
convinced of the validity of the species separation within the anguhpcnnis species group. 

Additional points re derogatory comments on p.2 of Rod's letter: 

This is an amateur News Bulletin (sec disclaimer inside rear cover), and researchers arc 
expected to cite with discretion given that papers arc not refereed. Concerning my own 
'unrcfcrced' writings: I have served as a referee for tire Australian Entomologist, and in recent 
months have reviewed some of the more difficult hcspcriinc sections of the forthcoming CSIRO 
butterfly text. A major part of my employment with GU was as a research report writer. 


Kclvyn L. Dunn 


oooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooo 


ANIC TECHNICAL TRAINING COURSES 


The ANIC conducts regular training courses for entomological technicians in the collection, 
preservation and curation of insect specimens for research purposes. The next ANIC Technical 
Training Course is scheduled for 9-13 September 1996. For details and application forms please 
contact: 

Dr. Geoff Clarke, CSIRO Division of Entomology, 

GPO Box 1700, Canberra ACT 2601 Phone (06) 246 4036 Fax (006) 246 4000 
Email gcoffc@cnto.csiro.au 
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THE STAR-WARS BEETLE 


Ray W. MacPherson 

8 Jean Street, Lower Templestowe, Vic. 3107 


In 1983, I was sent to the end of the earth, namely Pt Wakefield, which exists at the top end of 
St Vincent's Gulf, SA, to perform tests on an Army communication system The test site was 
on the barren wastes of an Army Proof Range where they test artillery rounds and other things 
that go bang - hence its out-of-the-way location. There is little other habitation nearby. 

One night when I was out taking in the fresh air, 1 noticed on the asphalt pavement near a tin 
shed, I illuminated in the orange glow of the sodium vapour lamps, several stationary dark 
objects. Then I noticed them move as I approached. Naturally I happened to have with me a 
small box and was able to capture a couple (I had determined that they were not spiders, 
nevertheless I was cautious as I caught them!). Back in my room I examined the catch and 
determined that they were beetles of a kind I had not seen before. 

A few days later I was in Adelaide and visited the Museum. In those days, the Museum had a 
live collection for the children - spiders, lizards, snakes, and lo and behold, some of these 
beetles. They were housed in an open aquarium on a bed of wood flakes and food was bran or 
similar pellets. The staff told me that this exotic beetle did not fly (and examination revealed 
that the elytra were fused along the upper centreline and wrapped around to the outer ventral 
area of the abdomen). 

They arc named Maps polychresta (ForskSI) and their common name is the Egyptian Beetle. 
They were accidentally introduced into SA from North Africa (Egypt) some years back and arc 
common to inhabited environs. Being able to move around only by running and not flying 
would restrict their migratory spread. They arc not considered to be an economic pest. 

Maps belong to the Blaptini Tribe and one of the 10,000 species in the Tcncbrionidac Family 
(Sub Order Polyphaga, Super-Family Tencbrionoidca). This family comprises primarily, 
scavengers who feed upon a variety of dead plant and fungal matter (rarely animal). Members 
of the Family have been able to survive better than most beetles in arid habitats around the 
world. The larvae live underground and scavenge on the ground at night. Both the larvae and 
adults arc nocturnal, although the adults do run around on the hot sand during the day. 

Kahan's Stilt-legged beetle, which lives in the Namib Desert of SW Africa (I know not its 
zoological name) closely resembles the Egyptian Beetle. It has the same long legs and both look 
like the loping war machines in the film "The Empire Strikes Back". Hence the name (the Star 
Wars Beetles) they got at home when I put them in an aquarium with a sand base and some 
bark, etc. to hide under. I fed them egg laying pellets which must have been nutritious since my 
pets lived for about three years. 

It did not take me long to discover that my pets were two males and one female. This was most 
evident for shortly after settling in, they began to play hide and seek with each other, and 
suddenly one would mount one and try to mate with it. 1 did not say who was the mountcc, 
since as I discovered the males would try each other and the female - sometimes with all three in 
a line (female in front). They were most active in this sport - the pheromones must have really 
been flowing! The males did not seem to fight each other and there was no apparent pecking 
order in the house. 


6 


Victorian Entomologist 26(1) February 1996 


Several larvae resulted from these unions and were like mealworms, about 35mm long by 2- 
3mm diameter. Unfortunately, none pupated. I thought at one point that the beetles had killed 
them, but since they were basically vegetarians, this could not have been so. Maybe they 
succumbed to a viral, bacterial or fungal infection or a dietary insufficiency. 

A feature of their environ, was that the sand base became matted with silk. Small grubs lived in 
the mesh and when they pupated, the months looked like clothes moths. Why they moved in I 
have no idea. Maybe these caused the death of the beetle larvae. 

A noted feature of some members of the Tcnebrionidac family is their stance. When alarmed, 
they position themselves with their tail in the air (body angle about 45° to the horizontal) and 
eject an offensive odour therefrom; I did not notice this odour from my pets. At other times, 
they stand high, and at others crouch flat and low to the ground. 

I was in Adelaide the other month and was tempted to wander around at night looking for some 
more beetles, but my prowling might have caused alarm amongst the locals. For some reason, 
grain ships come to mind regarding their import, and maybe a good site to search would be 
around the Port of Adelaide. I cannot imagine how they got to Pt Wakefield, maybe on a truck 
returning from the port after delivering grain for export - who knows? Some day, I must do 
more research into this interesting little individual; every house should have one or two as pets - 
they arc easy to look after and won’t fly away. 

I am aware of two other species of Blaps: I) mortisaga found in cellars and bams around 
Europe and Asia (not England) where they feast upon decaying vegetable matter; and II sulcata 
from Israel where it is noted that their activity begins at sunset, peaks near midnight and ceases 
at dawn, when as photonegative insects, they aggregate under stones. Another similar-looking 
beetle is the genus Onymacris In fact many of the members of the family Tcnebrionidac have a 
similar shape, but nearly all fly. I would appreciate anybody with information about this beetle 
advising me so that I can write its biography. 


References 

Lawrence, J.F. & Britton, E.B. (1994) Australian Beetles. Melbourne University Press. 
Lyneborg, L Beetles in Colour. (1977) Reprinted by Blandford Press. 
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5.0 mm 

1 


Maps polychresta (Forskdl) drawn by Daniel Dobrosak 
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FLUID RECYCLING BY THE COELIADINID SKIPPER HASORA DISCOLOR 
MATUSIA (HESPERIIDAE) 

Andrew Atkins, Design Department, University of Newcastle, NSW 2308 


Abstract: 

A male Australian Hesperiid, Hasora discolor matusia Fruhstorfer is recorded depositing anal 
droplets on ‘human substrates’ and reimbibing the fluid. It appeared to replenish supplies of 
fluid from dew-drops for further recycling. 


Introduction: 

Observations of fluid recycling, a habit apparently exclusive to skipper butterflies (Hesperiidae), 
were part- documented by Atkins 1981 and 1989, and as recently as 1995 (Puccctti). These 
records describe temperate and tropical species of skippers, from at least three subfamilies, 
exuding droplets of fluid from their anus on to various substrates (ie. leaves, ground litter, 
rocks, bitumen, concrete, human skin and sweat-bound clothing, and also animal, reptile and 
bird excreta), and drinking from these exudations. It is presumed that the skippers arc utilising 
the droplets as solvents to obtain certain essential chemicals, and that they make deliberate 
attempts to replenish body fluids during the interactions. 

Observations: 

On the 12th of December, 1995 in the early morning (0645 EST) at Palmerston National Park, 
North Queensland, I observed a male Hasora discolor maslusia Fruhstorfer fluttering and 
hovering around my parked car. It made several circuits of the vehicle before alighting on the 
door handle On closer observation the skipper was seen to bend and extend the tip of its 
abdomen under the thorax and exude a droplet of fluid from its anus on to the metal and rubber 
substrate. The skipper immediately lowered its head and proceeded to probe the droplet with the 
tip of its uncoiled haustcllum. Several times 1 approached too closely with my camera (less than 
a metre), and the skipper flew rapidly away, but on each occasion the skipper returned, 
following a short circuit of the area, and settled back to feed as before. On these occasions it 
landed on the edge of the mirror, door and boot of the car (all areas that 1 had at some time 
recently touched). The initial interactions lasted for a total of 5 minutes It then flew towards a 
patch of grass some 6 metres away and alighted several times on the leaves and stems, again 
uncoiling the haustcllum, this time feeding from dew-drops that had accumulated during the 
night. Within a minute of this interaction it flew directly back to the car and through the open 
door, alighting on the scat and steering wheel and brake handle, once again ‘feeding’ as before 
from its anal droplets. It then settled on my camera, clothing, and bare leg, neck and arm. 1 
could clearly feel the cool deposited droplets , and the probing haustcllum on my skin! The 
skipper then flew away- a total interaction of approximately 20 minutes At this altitude (600m) 
the weather was comparatively cool (approximately 17 degrees Celsius), clear, still and sunny, 
and the area of observation was along a deep shaded track within dense montane closed- 
rainforest No other butterflies were observed in the immediate area during this time. 

Discussion: 

Puccctti (1995) recently observed a very interesting phenonomen; the skipper Pelopidas lyelli 
apparently mixing, with its forelegs, secreted fluid with the faecal deposit on which it had 
landed, and probing this with its haustcllum. This interaction was not observed in the present 
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observations, due possibly to the general non- viscosity of the targeted substrate. However, as 
in the observations presented by Puccctti, the behaviour of H. discolor is consistent with the 
hypothesis that it was attempting to obtain selective chemicals (apparently contained in human 
sweat) by adding an excreted solvent. 

In my observations of Pithauria marsena in Malaysia (Atkins, 1981 and 1989), several 
skippers appeared to be collecting (drinking) water from a nearby stream to replenish solvent 
fluids prior to feeding from leached seepage at a toilet-block . In this present observation, 
Hasora bicolor appears to be ‘refilling’ from dew-drops Incidentally, it must also be noted that 
in contrast to other records, the interaction by this skipper was in the early morning, however 
Cocliadinids arc noted for species that fly during crepuscular hours as well as throughout the 
day. In particular, species of Hasora arc especially unpredictable in their diumal flight periods 
(per? -ibs ). 

From the Palmerston observation it is also inferred that Hasora discolor malusia was (a) 
targeting specific chemicals; that (b) it could detect them (probably by smell) from at least six 
metres, that (c) it can make deliberate (non random) directional flights between a solvent 
(water) source and the target chemical sources (possibly requiring some ‘memory sequences’), 
and that (d) it is not necessarily provoked into this behaviour by hot, dry and sunny weather. 
The reason for the skipper not initially targeting the human source (me) is hard to explain, 
unless a non-moving source is a preferred substrate. More research is required to test this. 

References: 

Atkins, A.F. 1981. Stopover in Malaysia- with special mention to hesperiids Victorian 
Entomologist 11 (5): 51-54. 

Atkins, A.F. 1989. The drinking and perching habits of skippers. Antenna 13(3): 103-104. 

Puccctti, M. 1995. Rcimbibing exuded fluid in Hcspcriidac- two observations from the 
Australian region . Victorian Entomologist 25(6): 104-105. 


oooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooo 


CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: 

J.C. 'ZOO' LE SOUfiF MEMORIAL AWARD 


Nominations for the 1996 award arc now invited. Details of Background, nomination, etc. were 
published in the December 1992 issue of the Victorian Entomologist and reproduced on 
pages 19-20 of this issue for assistance to nominators. Nominations must reach the Council at 
the following address by 30 September 1996: 


Entomological Society of Victoria 
d- 66 Wiltonvalc Avenue 
Hoppers Crossing, Vic. 3029 
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A NOTE ON TOMOXIODA ATERRIMA. MACLEAY (MORDELLIDAE - 
MORDELLINAE - COLEOPTERA) 


Peter Karargiris 

4 Tokay Cres. Morphctt Vale S.A. 5162 


Introduction: 

On December 3rd 1995, 1 had the opportunity to observe the behaviour of several specimens of 
the small mordcllid beetle Tomoxioda aterrima on the leaves of three introduced fruit trees in 
my garden at Morphctt Vale. 

The trees on which these observations were made are; a fig (Ficus carica ), a nectarine {Primus 
persica) and a lemon (Citrus limon). All three grow next to each other, they arc all about 
150cm tall and at this time of the year are not in flower. 

Tomoxioda aterrima is a common mordcllid, about 7mm in length, black with distinctive pale 
greyish markings on the elytra and with greyish flanks and underside. The species is illustrated 
in EG. Matthews' A Guide to the Genera of Beetles of South Australia, part 5, on page 52. 
The clytral markings on the individuals that I saw however were more distinct than those on the 
beetle shown in the book. Matthews states that T. aterrima and indeed adult mordcllids in 
general, frequent flowers and arc apt to jump and tumble when disturbed (Matthews pg. 4) The 
7'. aterrima that I observed did neither and as I have said, were not attracted to the trees by 
flowers. The beetles seemed to be very interested in these trees however, and particularly in the 

fig 

Mordcllids have a distinctly teardrop shaped outline with a high pronotum and arc wedge shaped 
in cross section. Their most prominent feature however is the elongated apex of the abdomen. 
The longer upper segment of which forms a stout spine, giving these beetles the apt nick-name 
'pin tail beetles'. 

Observations: 

The afternoon of December 3rd was calm, cloudy and humid with sunny periods and a 
maximum of 28°C. At about 3pm, I noticed three or four T. aterrima running about on the 
leaves of the fig tree. I could not be certain of their exact number as they were constantly 
moving about rapidly with one flying away and another landing in quick succession or so it 
seemed. Needless to say, I was quite captivated and spent the next two hours noting the beetles' 
activities. Examining the nectarine tree, I found two T. aterrima on it and two on the lemon, all 
behaving in a similar manner to those on the fig. I noticed that some individuals were 
moderately larger than others but all were adorned with the same distinctive clytral markings. 
Next to the fig tree, on the other side of it, arc two apricot trees. Again, these arc of a similar 
size to the trees upon which I was observing the beetles but I could see no T. aterrima on cither 
after making careful and repeated examinations of them. Returning to the fig, I began to follow 
one individual who was moving somewhat more slowly than those that I had earlier seen and 
who seemed to be interested in something on the surface of the leaf on which it was situated. 
This beetle would stop for a few seconds at a time and seemingly 'taste' a spot on the leaf and 
then randomly move to another spot and taste it. I could clearly sec its mouth parts making 
contact with the leafs surface but the beetle did not appear to be damaging the leaf in any way. 
As I moved in trying to peer more closely at it, the tiny beetle seemed to become aware of my 
presence. It promptly halted, tucked its head in for a couple of seconds and then proceeded to 
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fly away to another nearby fig leaf where it recommenced its tasting behaviour. While these 
beetles arc running about, their heads arc held away from the thorax so that the face is vertical 
or raised further. The juxtaposition of the tiny wedge shaped head and the tapering, teardrop 
shaped body together with their rapid and erratic movement, makes these beetles comical to 
watch. The particular individual which was the object of my scrutiny now flew away and I 
turned my attention to a pair of T. aterrima, one noticeably larger than the other, which were 
resting on one of the fig tree's buds of young leaves. This pair remained stationary for at least 
one minute, the longest time that any of these beetles stood motionless. They were only about 
10mm apart and again appeared to be feeding. I was able to catch one of them at this point and 
make an examination of the spot the two had occupied using a hand lens. As I suspected, there 
seemed to be no sign that the two were feeding on the bud and so I am at a loss to explain this 
behaviour. 

A little while later, I noticed a single, largish T. aterrima moving in short bursts over one of the 
fig leaves. This beetle had produced a sharply tapered, conical, white structure from between the 
two halves of the spine at the tip of its abdomen. With the end of this structure, which 1 took to 
be an ovipositor and hence the individual to be a female, the beetle was rapidly tapping the 
surface of the leaf while moving in a straight line for three or four centimetres. Unfortunately 
this was the only instance that I observed this behaviour and then only for a few seconds before 
the individual flew away. It had left nothing that I could detect behind on the leaf. On the 
lemon tree, towards the end of the day, I followed a pair of T. aterrima who seemed to be 
particularly interested in the edge of one of the lemon leaves. This pair were also a large-small 
couple and were moving back and forth near the edge of a leaf making face to face contact on 
two occasions before flying elsewhere. 

By late afternoon a cool change had come in and as a result the mordcllids left the trees; by 6pm 
I could not see any, or it may be that their activity had come to an end for that day. Returning 
to the trees on the three days following the 3rd, I found no T. aterrima. The 4th, 5th and 6th of 
December were fine, sunny days but lacked the humidity of the 3rd. Thus 1 am tempted to 
suggest that such factors as temperature and humidity have some influence on the activities of 
these beetles. 

Conclusions: 

I feel confident enough to say that what little I saw of the activities of these beetles may 
constitute part of their reproductive behaviour for, as far as I could tell, food was not the object 
of their attraction to the trees. Matthews states that the larvae of some mordcllid species are 
stem borers (Matthews pg 4). With this in mind, I will attempt to keep the trees under 
observation in the hope of finding evidence of larval activity in the future. 


Reference: 

Matthews, E G. (1987) A Guide to the Genera of Beetles of South Australia, Part 5 
Polyphaga : Tenebrionoidea. South Australian Museum, Adelaide. 
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REPORT ON THE STATUS OF THE VICTORIA PROTECTED INVERTEBRATE 

FAUNA LIST. 


Daniel Dobrosak 

66 Wiltonvalc Avenue Hoppers Crossing 3029 

Readers may be interested to know of the current listing of protected Invertebrate Fauna under 
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988. 

The Flora and Fauna Guarantee is a Victorian Government Conservation Initiative which 
provides a framework for the identification of threatened taxa or communities together with the 
management of potentially threatening processes. The taking, trading and keeping of 
invertebrates listed under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act requires a permit under the 
Wildlife Act 1975. 

Below is a list of the invertebrates which have been listed, recommended for listing, or rejected 
as part of Schedule 2 of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988: 


Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Status 

Platydoris galbana 

marine opisthobranch 

Listed 

Myrmecia sp. 17 

bull-ant 

Listed 

Ogyris otanes 

Small Brown Azure Butterfly 

Listed 

Thaumatoperla flaveola 

stoncfly 

Listed 

Acrodlpsas myrmccophila 

Small Ant-Blue Butterfly 

Listed 

Acrodlpsas brisbanensis 

Large Ant-Blue Butterfly 

Listed 

1’aralucla pyrodiscus lucida 

Eltham Copper Butterfly 

Listed 

Archaeophylax canarus 

caddisfly 

Listed 

A ustrogammarus australis 

Freshwater amphipod 

Listed 

Hemiphlcbia mirahills 

Hcmiphlcbia Damselfly 

Listed 

Riekoperla darlingtoni 

Mt Donna Buang Wingless Stoncfly 

Listed 

Eusthenia nothofagl 

Otway Stoncfly 

Currently rccom. for de-listing 

Megascolides australis 

Giant Gippsland Earthworm 

Listed 

llhodope genus 

marine opisthobranch 

Listed 

HesperiUa favescens favescens 


type population 

Altona Skipper type population 

Rejected 

Euastacus divarsus 

Orbost Crayfish 

Listed 

Paramecium caudatum 

paramecium 

Rejected 

Riekoperla isosceles 

stonefly 

Listed 

Spathula tryssa 

planarian 

Currently rccom. for de-listing 

Riekoperla Intermedia 

stoncfly 

Listed 

Thaumatoperla alpina 

stonefly 

Listed 

Engaeus sternalis 

Warragul Burrowing Crayfish 

Listed 

Engacus mallacoota 

Mallacoota Burrowing Crayfish 

Listed 

Engaeus phyllocarcus 

Narracan Burrowing Crayfish 

Listed 

Synemon plana 

Golden Sun Moth 

Listed 

Synemon nais 

moth 

Listed 

Synemon theresa 

moth 

Rccom. for Listing-final 

Ogyris idmo halmaiuria 

Large Brown Azure Butterfly 

Rccom. for Listing-prelim. 

Ogyris sp. aff. idmo 

Ogyris butterfly 

Rccom. for Listing-prelim. 

Australatya striolata 

Eastern Freshwater Shrimp 

Listed 

Communities: Butterfly Community No. I 

Listed 

San Remo marine Community 

Listed 
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Notes on delisted taxa 

Spathula tryssa has been recommended for de-listing because subsequent survey work of 
freshwater flatworms in the alps has been undertaken which indicates that Spathula tryssa is 
more widespread than previously thought, but is still restricted to two alpine areas (St Clair 
1995). 

Eusthenia nothofagi has been recommended for delisting because subsequent recent surveys 
have indicated that it is more widespread through forested areas within the Otway Range than 
originally known, occurring in relatively low numbers in a wide variety of habitats, streams and 
altitudes (Doeg & Reed 1995). 

Entomological Society of Victoria Guidelines 

Complementing and pre-dating the above information is the Society's "Limited Voluntary 
Protection " listing which is still current: 

Ogyris otanes C. and R. Felder 
Ogyris idmo halmaturia Tepper 
Hesperillaflavescens flavescens Waterhouse 

In December 1973 the two Ogyris were listed and in March 1986 the Hesperilla species was 
added. 

The Society's guidelines arc: 

1. That no more than two specimens be netted by any one collector within any one season. 

2. That no larvae or pupae be collected at any time. 

It should be noted that the State Acts of parliament such as the Flora and Flora Guarantee Act 
1988 must be observed and take precedence over the Society's listings and guidelines e g Ogyris 
otanes. 

I would like to thank Kerri Northey and Pam Clunic of the Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources for assistance in the preparation of this summary and to Ian Endersby for his 
constructive comments and additional text. 

Members arc invited to contact the author or Council with any omissions, updates or requests 
for assistance in preparing nominations for listing under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
1988. 

References 

Doeg, T. & Reed, J. (1995) Distribution of the Endangered Otway Stolidly Uusthenia 
notho/agi Zwick (Plccoptera: Eustheniidae) in the Otway Ranges. Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of Victoria. 107: 45-50 

St Clair, R. (1995) A survey of freshwater flatworms of the Victorian alps. Invertebrate Survey 
Department, Museum of Victoria. A report to the Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources. 

Flora and Fauna Guarantee Scientific Advisory Committee. Recommendations for listing 
Volumes I and 2. Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

Minutes of Council Meeting 21 March 1986. Victorian Entomologist, 16(2) pp 16-17. 

These Butterflies arc PROTECTED!. Victorian Entomologist, 4 (1) p 5. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Ian D. Endcrsby 


Entomology in New South I Vales 1770-1990. C.E. Chadwick. The Society for Insect Studies. 
1995. viii + 93 pp, paperback Available from Mr W.J. Wilson, 276 President Ave., Gymea, 
NSW 2227, for $20, or included with a subscription to the Society for Insect Studies for 1996 
at $25. 

Many of us dream of finding a copy of Musgraves' Bibliography of Australian Entomology on 
a book stall at a church fete or country market. And we wait with some impatience the hoped 
for extension to that work. Delving through the old literature can sometimes unravel the 
mysteries in this hobby or profession of natural history. For example, who was the itinerant 
collector who labelled three of his Victorian specimens as collected at Port Denison (now 
Bowen, Queensland) thus causing much confusion over their true type locality? I believe that 
the answer probably lies in the personal diaries of the librarian at the time of the Belgian 
Entomological Society, wherever they may be. Historiography is an important part of 
entomology. 

To assist those with a particular interest in the entomology of his own state, Clarence Chadwick 
has devotedly prepared and published the Entomology of New South Wales 1770-1990, a 
fascinating pot-pourri of insect related topics. In his introduction he states: “ It is intended to 
advise where additional information is available, rather than actually to supply it.” If you 
ignore that warning you might be disappointed, but if you heed it and have access to the 
references in Insects of Australia (1970,1991) and the accumulative bibliography being 
published by G. Daniels in the Australian Entomologist you arc sure to find something new. 

The book consists of eight sections and is illustrated with early insect drawings and portraits of 
some of the famous names, the most widely known of whom being Maclcay, Froggatt and 
Waterhouse. Entomological Exploration begins with Captain Cook and ends in the 1980s 
giving brief details of the personalities and the regions and taxa which they covered. There arc 
scores of entries including some about early attempts at pest control and also the theft of 
museum butterfly specimens. 

Entomological Literature starts with a list of relevant periodicals and early publications and 
then gives the major references, en bloc for the nineteenth century' and by decade for the 
twentieth. Mr. Chadwick noted in his introduction “ ... inadequacies arc the breath of life to 
reviewers" Perhaps 1 should discretely note here that the Victorian Entomologist contains as 
much interstate matter as intrastate and those with New South Wales interests should not ignore 
it. 

Entomology of Some Special Areas gives author and year for geographical regions of the state 
including Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands. It is here that you will need to go beyond this 
publication to find the exact details of the references. There arc lacunae but there arc also 
inclusions in your field that I am sure you did not know about. Entomological Societies comes 
next listing those for NSW, both extant and extinct. 

Perhaps the largest section of the book is that covering Centres of Instruction and Research. 
Museums, universities, government departments and technical colleges appear with the dates of 
tenure of the better known incumbents and their research interests. Topic and Author Index 
gives the major names associated with each insect order plus other topics such as medical 
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entomology and biological control, fossil insects and conservation. These are the more recent 
practitioners but no dates or citations are given; you will need to visit your own reference library 
to follow up any new leads. 

Notable Amateur Entomologists 1800-1990 lists 61 men and women with lifespan, occupation 
and taxa of interest. The medical profession, farmers or graziers and teachers seem well 
represented and there were three politicians. Finally there is the section Selected References 
starting with a useful list of journal abbreviations and then about 280 entries which consist of 
the author’s name, and specific citation or a note such as "various journals". The criterion for 
selection would seem to be that the person had lived in New South Wales or had worked on its 
insects. 

If you take this book with its author's caveats, you have a good chance of finding some 
additjonal piece of information about the history of that particular facet of entomology in which 
you specialise. To take it further you will require additional sources of information but some of 
them should be in your personal library anyway. I found no errors in the taxa and regions that I 
have studied myself. The Society and the Author are to be congratulated for this project which 
other regions could do well to emulate. 


EXCURSION TO BRISBANE RANGES AREA 


DATE: Saturday 24th February 1996 

MEET: Granite Road, about 1/2 km East of junction with Anakie-Straughton Vale Road. 

This is about 70 km from Melbourne GPO. 

TIME: 10:30 AM 


TRAVEL: Via Princes Hwy, Werribee, Bulban Road (Melway 205) then as per map, follow 
signs to Fairy Park OR bypass Werribee then turn off, cross railway and follow 
map. 


If you arrive early you may collect on private property on South side of Granite Road. If you are late, 
travel to Anakie Junction, turn right, on to Geelong-Ballan Road. Travel 114 km and turn left into 
Clarkes Road. Travel for 214 km till you come to crossroad (DeMotts Road), we will collect near the 
comer for a while. 
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AUTHOR INDEX TO VOLUME 25 (1995) OF THE VICTORIAN 
ENTOMOLOGIST 


Atkins, A. 

A Survey List of the Butterflies of Newcastle with Particular 
Reference to Awabakal and Blackbutt Reserves 

46 

Atkins, A. 

Biological Interactions of Some Hcsperiidae and Lycaenidae 
in Central and Northern New South Wales 

55 

Dobrosak, D 

Report on the Society's Excursion to Jells Park 

93 

Dunn, K. L. 

Notes on the Biology and New Larval Hosts of 

Cephrenes (Lcpidoptcra: Hcsperiidae) - Part II. 

3 

Dunn, K.L. 

New Distribution Records for some Eastern Australian 

Butterflies with Comments on Subspecies Taxonomy 

26 

Dunn, K.L. 

An Annotated Bibliography of Hypochrysops Picealus , 
the Darling Downs Jewel Butterfly, To March 1995. 

33 

Dunn, K. L. 

Life History Notes on Two Jezabel Butterflies, Delias Nigrina 
(Fabricius) and D. Argenthona (Fabricius). 

73 

Dunn, K. L. 

Biological Notes on some Eastern Australian Butterflies 

85 

Dunn, K. L. 

Notes on the Biology and Wing Variation in 

Caiopsilia gorgaphone gorgophone (Boisduval) 

106 

Elder, W. 

The Fascination of Insects 

97 

Endcrsby, I D. 

A New Suburban Record for Dragonfly Cordulephya pygmaea 
(Odonata: Corduliidac). 

52 

Faith full, I. 

Invasion of Victoria by the African Black Beetle 

Hcleronychus Arator (Fabricius) (Scarabaeidcac: Dynastinae) 
With Notes on its Dispersal and Australian Distribution. 

64 

Fox. P.J. 

New Foodplants, Temporal Data and a New Record 
for some Australian Buttcrlies. 

24 

Fox. P.J. 

Another capture of I.ibylhea geoffroy nicevillei Olliff 
in Central Queensland 

32 

Fox, P.J. 

A New Foodplant for the Lycaenid Hypochrysops Cyane 

53 

Fox, P.J. 

Variance in the Females of Philiris innotata (Miskin) 

57 

Fox, P.J. 

A New Foodplant for Two Australian Butterflies. 

58 
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Karargiris, P. 

Notes on Myrmecia forficata fabricus. 

(Formicidac: Myrmcciinae: Hymenoptcra) 

82 

Lane. D A. 

The Butterflies of Atherton Shire, North Queensland 

15 

Lane. D A. 

Lepidopteran Distribution and Foodplant Records for 
Northern Queensland 

37 

Puccctti, M. 

Rcimbibing Exuded Fluid in Hesperiidae 
- Two Observations from the Australian Region 

104 

Williams, M R, 
Williams, A.A.E, 
Lundstnjm, T.D., 
Hay, R.W., 

Bollam, H.H and 
Graham, A.J. 

Range Extensions and Natural History Notes 
for some Western Australian Butterflies 

94 

Yen, A.L. 

Revisiting The Horn Expedition 

118 


ooooocxxxxroOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooo 

ON THE GRAPEVINE 


On a quick visit to Australia, Professor Naomi Pierce (Harvard University USA) visited Kelvyn 
Dunn in Victoria. Kelvyn showed Naomi a number of populations of Pseudalmenus chlorinda 
in the nearby Dandenong ranges. Although larval populations had been high earlier in the 
month, on this visit only a few larvae remained, the rest had departed the host to pupate on 
nearby cucalypts. The completely defoliated tips of the wattles was evidence of large numbers of 
larvae. The larvae were found on the following three species of wattle: Acacia, dealbala. Acacia 
melanoxylon and apparently Acacia decurrens. Kelvyn reports that the latter could be a 
previously unrecorded larval food plant. Professor Naomi also planned to visit ANIC, Canberra 
before going further north to Brisbane. 

Andrew Atkins visited ANIC, Canberra in January 1996. Michael Braby and Cliff Meyer 
accompanied Andrew to the nearby alps in search of endemic skippers. 

Mark Schutzc, one of our younger members, has been working at the Institute for Horticultural 
Development, Department of Agriculture over the past few months under the guidance of Mali 
Malipatil. Mark is heading off to Queensland in February where he will be commencing studies 
in a Bachelor of Science course at the University of Queensland. Mark is aiming for a career in 
entomology. The Society wishes him success and hopes he will keep in touch! 
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ZOO LE SOUEF MEMORIAL AWARD - GUIDELINES 


Background 

The purpose of the Award is to recognise the very substantial role played by amateurs in the 
development of knowledge of our insect fauna, this is to be interpreted in the broadest sense. 

The Award is to be made for contributions to entomology by amateurs in Australia. Such 
contributions may comprise published papers and notes, broadcasts, newspaper articles, talks to 
Societies and/or amateur groups, or may be less tangible, such as a substantial record of help to 
others or public relations involving entomology. 

No more than one award shall be made in each calendar year. Nominations may be made at any 
time, by any individual or group of people, and should be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Society, by 30 September Nominations received after the closing may have to be deferred until 
the following year. 

A nomination will remain current for three successive calendar years or annual meetings of tire 
Council, unless an award is made to that nominee, and additional information may be provided 
to supplement the nomination at any time during this period. Such shall not be considered to 
constitute a new application After three years, a candidate may be nominated afresh. No person 
may receive the award more than once in a ten year period. 

Content of the Nomination 

A nomination shall give the Committee sufficient information to assess the nominee's worthiness 
for receipt of the Award It should include: 

a) The name and full postal address of both nominee and nominator. 

b) A clear statement of the grounds on which the nomination is being made. This should include 

(I) the period over which the contribution has been made 

(ii) the details of the contribution, lists of publications (etc.) 

(iii) comments on allied activities such as involvement in naturalist or conservation groups 
and help to other entomologists, collections made (etc.) and 

(iv) a declaration that these activities have been made in an amateur capacity. Copies of 
publications (on loan) could be useful. 

c) A brief rcsumc/curriculum vitae of the candidate. 

d) The names, contact addresses and telephone numbers of at least two (2) referees not involved 
in the nomination. 

Zoo Le Souef Award Committee 

The Committee will consist of the President, Secretary and Immediate Past President. 

No Committee member can be involved in a nomination or be nominated for the Award unless 
resigning from the Committee. 
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In the event of a Committee member being unable to review nominations, the remaining 
members of the Committee can co-opt an additional member providing the co-opted member is a 
member of the Society and is not involved in nominating or being nominated for the Award. A 
minimum of two Committee members must be involved in any recommendation to Council. 

Terms of Reference of Committee 

1. To review the contents of documentation supporting nominations. 

2. To recommend to Council if an award is to be made and where appropriate, the name of the 
nominee to receive the Award. 


Operating Procedures of the Committee 

The Secretary will acknowledge the receipt of nominations and circulate it to members of the 
Committee. 

The Committee will keep the names of nominees confidential. 

The Committee can seek additional information from referees and/or other sources to help judge 
a nominee. 

It is expected that the Committee will normally have reviewed applications by the November 
Council meeting (3rd Friday) of each year and would be able to make their recommendations to 
that Council Meeting. 

The Secretary will notify all nominators of the outcome of Council’s decision after the 
announcement of the decision at the next General Meeting (normally December). 


X 
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OFFICE BEARERS 


PRESIDENT: 
VICE-PRESIDENT: 
HON SECRETARY: 
HON TREASURER: 

Acting HON EDITOR: 

EXCURSIONS SEC: 
PUBLIC OFFICER: 

PAST PRESIDENT: 


Peter Carwardine , 2a Victoria Road, Malvern 3144. ph. 95718958 (AH) 

Dr Allan Kellehear, 2 Alexander Street, Box Hill 3128 

Vacant 

lan Endersby, 56 Looker Road, Montmorency 3094. 
ph 9435 4781 (AH) 

Daniel Dobrosak, 66 Wiltonvale Avenue, Hoppers Crossing 3029 
ph 9658 6249 (BH) ph 9749 1476 (AH) 

Peter Carwardine, 2a Victoria Road, Malvern 3144.ph. 95718958 (AH) 

lan Endersby, 56 Looker Road, Montmorency 3094. 
ph. 9435 4781 (AH) 

Pass Field, 51 Sandclls Road, Tccoma 3160. 
ph 9284 0210 (BH), 9754 2085 (AH). 


COUNCILLORS: David Meehan. Stephen Smith 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE VICTORIAN ENTOMOLOGIST 

The Society welcomes contributions of articles, papers or notes pertaining to any aspect of 
entomology for publication in this Bulletin. Contributions arc not restricted to members but arc 
invited from all who have an interest. Material submitted should be responsible and original. 
Statements and opinions expressed arc the responsibility of tire respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the policies of the Society. 

Contributions may be typed on A4 paper or preferably sent to the Hon. editor on an IBM 
formatted disk in Microsoft Word for Windows, WordPerfect or any recognised word processor 
software with an enclosed hard copy. Contributions may also be E-mailed to Internet address: 
dobrosak@werple.net.au When E-mailing, indicate italicised or underlined text by including a 
suitable ASCII character (e g *) before and after the relevant text Formatted documents may be 
E-mailed as “uucncodcd" text. 

The deadline for each issue is the third Friday of each odd month 


ADVERTISING 

The charge for advertising is $5.00 per half page. 


The Victorian Entomologist is printed at KODAK IMAGING SERVICES, 3/166 Wellington 
Parade, East Melbourne, Victoria. 
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Friday 16 February - Revisiting the Horn Expedition 
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details on Page 16 of this issue 
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